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Lawn Party

July 16-19 
(see page 6)

Household 
trash will not be 
collected Friday, 
July 4th. Please 
save it for the 

next household 
trash day, 

Tuesday, July 8th.

Town offices 
will be closed 
Independence 

Day 
(Friday, July 4th) 

Third Week in July 
Looks Like Fun!

Bridgewater is the place to be for family fun this summer.  
Starting with the first night of the annual lawn party on 
Wednesday the 16th and ending with the Virginia Little League 
Championship Game the following Tuesday, this will be a busy 
little town.  

Our volunteer fire fighters have put together a community 
celebration of events that will draw a crowd.  From popular 
bands such as the Hackens Boys to tried and true events like the 
antique tractor pull and annual parades, this will be the place to 
go for many not only in town, but the surrounding community.

Bridgewater Little League has once again been awarded the 
opportunity to host the Little League Virginia State Baseball 
Tournament.  The opening ceremony takes place on Thursday, 
July 17th with games starting the next morning.  Play will 
continue each day at Oakdale Community Park until a champion 
is crowned the following Tuesday.

Along with these events please remember that Oakdale 
Community Park will be hosting the Walnut Ridge Boys 

Sunday July 20th at 7:00 p.m.  This is part of the 
summer concert series sponsored by the Bridgewater 
Community Relations Committee and is open free of 
charge to the public.

So, whether you are interested in the noise, food and 
fun of an old time community lawn party, the chance 
to see excellent young athletes perform or just to relax 
to the bluegrass/southern gospel sounds of the Walnut 
Ridge Boys, it looks like Bridgewater is going to be a 
fun place this month.
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....To This
According to VDOT, the former bridge was built in 1930.  That contradicts the legend that it was 

constructed after the 1949 flood washed away the existing bridge, but we assume VDOT is correct.  If any 
of you have contradictory information we’d like to hear it.  Perhaps the bridge suffered some damage in the 
flood and that is how the story began about its replacement.  Not that it matters, but most of the “old timers” 
held to the story of the flood washing out the bridge.  No matter when the bridge was built, it had become 
obsolete.  VDOT claims that it is both “structurally deficient and functionally obsolete”.  While we can’t 
judge the structural nature of it, there’s no doubt that it is “functionally obsolete”.  It was built at a time when 
few cars existed in the area and most traveled by horse and buggy.  At a width of 15’ it didn’t allow enough 
room for cars to pass and probably was insufficient for buggies traveling in different directions to navigate.

The new bridge is expected to be completed this fall.  When in place you will see two 12-foot lanes with 
significant space dedicated for shoulders.  The entire width will be nearly triple that of the old bridge and will 
be built at a cost estimated to be just under $1.4 million.  Currently, 3,815 vehicles cross Cooks Creek daily at 
this location.  That number is expected to increase to 11,122 by 2035.  The new bridge will be stronger as well 
as wider and serve modern-day traffic as well as it serves the horse and buggies that still use this route.

From this....
While most in Bridgewater like 
to preserve the past, we can’t 

find anyone who’s disappointed 
that the old one-lane bridge on 

Oakwood Drive is gone.  It’s 
just about unanimous that the 
temporary bridge currently in 
place is better than that one.

Even the 
‘temporary’ bridge 

is welcomed by 
motorists who 

frequent this route.  
It was not 

uncommon for 
drivers to come to 

a complete stop  
above the one-

lane bridge until 
oncoming traffic 
finished its trek 

across Cooks Creek.
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Annual DEQ North River Cleanup

Above is a partial list of all they hauled out of North River.  The DEQ 
volunteers pictured are: Seated- Cassandra Frysinger, David Forrer, 

Sarah Mundy;  Row 1 - David Fitt (seated) Chris Mihalkovic, Lois Paul, 
Kevin Covington, Noel Thomas, Phil Hurst, Jared Purnhagen, Lucy 

Baker, Diana Adams, Sharon Loyd, Kemper Loyd, Calvin Jordan; Row 2 
- Megan O’Gorek, Tara Sieber, Ted Turner, Keith Showman, Greg Clark, 

Don Kain, Todd Pitsenberger (behind Don), Trevor Wallace.
Not pictured – Bev Carver (photographer), Dawn Jeffries, Lisa Kelly

Tara Sieber (front) and David Forrer 
(back)  While this won’t be his final run, 
it will be the last time Dave will organize 

the annual DEQ North River cleanup 
day.  He has handed this task over to Tara 

(pictured) and Trevor Wallace.

This is the most unusual find in quite a while.  It 
appears to be a plaque honoring those who helped 
furnish dormitory rooms at Bridgewater College.  

We don’t know how or when it got into North River, 
but hope to report “the rest of the story” in a 

future edition of The Bridgewater Current.

(yellow canoe) Greg Clark, Keith Showman 
(green canoe) Sarah Mundy, Calvin Jordan
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July 6 – Harrisonburg-Rockingham Concert Band - 7:00 p.m.  
 The Harrisonburg-Rockingham Concert Band traces 
its lineage to the late 19th century and took the form of a 
modern-day concert band in 1983.  The band traditionally 
performs typical concert in the park repertoire with 
marches, overtures, and Broadway musicals.  The band is 
made up of musicians from middle-school age to older with 
backgrounds in music ranging from novice to professional.  
Some of the band’s regular performances include Concerts 
on the Quad at James Madison University, Bridgewater 
Summer Concert Series and the annual Celebrate America! 
4th of July concert with the Shenandoah Valley Choral 
Society.  The band is under the direction of Keith Hoodock.

ATTENTION BRIDGEWATER RESIDENTS
AND SURROUNDING AREA

  Listen To The Heartbeat of Music   
Free Concerts - 2014

Oakdale Community Park
Mt. Crawford Avenue, Bridgewater, Virginia

July 13 – Harrisonburg Harmonizers - 7:00 p.m.           
 The Harrisonburg Harmonizers are 

the performing chorus of the Central 
Shenandoah Valley’s Chapter of 
the Barbershop Harmony Society, 
the world’s largest organization 
of singing men with international 
headquarters in Nashville, Tennessee.  
Chartered in 2009, the Harrisonburg 
Chapter is one of the Society’s 
newest chapters.  Director of the 
group is Scott DeVoe.

July 20 – Walnut Ridge Boys – 7:00 p.m. 
New to the 
Bridgewater concert 
series but not to the 
area, this band got 
their start playing in 
local churches, fund 
raising events and 
various charities.  Glen 
Showalter, mandolin; 
Larry Trumbo, rhythm 
guitar and vocals; 
Tim Kyger, guitar, 

harmonica and vocals; Jeff Mace, banjo.  Fifth 
person is unidentified. 

July 27 – Southern Grace – 7:00 p.m.           
 A Southern Gospel group devoted to sacred music features  

Kenny Williams, vocalist, bass guitar;  Tim Nicely, vocalist, 
keyboards;  
Joe Shifflett, 
drums;  Scott 
Crickenberger, 
vocalist, 
harmonica;  
and Larry 
Kyger, 
electric guitar, 
steel guitar.

August 3 – The Boogie Kings – 7:00 p.m.     
  Founded in 1984, the three piece trio mixes boogie, old 

country, jazz and rhythm and blues.  The group features 
William Hayes on piano and vocals, Richard Adams on 
trumpet, saxophone, trombone, tuba, bass and vocals.  J. T. 
Fauber sets the rhythm on percussion.

For a complete schedule, check our town website, town.bridgewater.va.us
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Weather 
Perfect for 
Yard Sale 

Day

Traffic jams abound on yard sale day.  Those who 
decide to navigate our streets in their cars or pickups 

have their share of bumper to bumper traffic.

(above)  Stephanie 
Wheelbarger and 

Erin Batten opened 
their lemonade stand 
again this year.  “We 

did pretty good,” 
responded Stephanie 
when asked how the 
sales were that day.  
These ‘best friends’ 

felt their efforts were 
worth it and had 

been looking forward 
to yard sale day ever 

since last year.  

Bargains came in all shapes and sizes.  Some bargain 
hunters left with a truck full of treasures and others with just 

an armful, but everyone seemed to be having a good time.
(left)  Two year-old Savannah 

Grace Hagan found her yard sale 
buy in this fluffy stuffed dog.

North River Library News
Two Age Groups, 0 - 10 years & 11 - 17 years

http://www.mrlib.org/YouthSpot/
YouthSummerReadingGames.aspx

118 Mt. Crawford Avenue
540-434-4475, Ext. 4

Storytime Stuff - (0-5 years)
Momma Goose Rocks Thursdays, 10:15 a.m.

Precious Preschoolers Thursdays, 11 a.m.

K-5 Stuff
Lego Club, 2nd Tuesday, 2:30 p.m.   
Crafty Kids, Wednesdays, 2 p.m.
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Lawn Party Time
The Lawn Party is scheduled to begin 

Wednesday, July 16th. 

Below is a list of daily events.
Wednesday, July 16th

• Kids ride all-night for $15 starting at 6 p.m.
• Veterans eat free with I.D.
• Band: US Live, 7-11 p.m.

Thursday, July 17th
• Antique Tractor Pull @ 2:00 p.m.
• Band: Hackens Boys, 7-11 p.m.

Friday, July 18th
• Firemen’s Parade @ 7:00 p.m.
• Band: EZ Go, 7-11 p.m.

Saturday, July 19th
• Breakfast @ 8:00 a.m.
• Antique Car Show @ 8:00 a.m.
• Antique Demonstrations - all day
• Antique Car and Tractor Parade @ 6:00 p.m.
• Band: American Brewed, 7-11 p.m.

Ladies’ 
Auxiliary
Needs Your Help

July 16, 17, 18 and 19

Call 811 
Before You Dig

Many homeowners use the spring months to plant shrubs, 
trees and do other landscaping projects.  Unfortunately, they 
often forget the necessity to call Miss Utility before every 
dig, no matter how harmless it seems.  So often the small 
project causes utility outages that are always inconvenient and 
sometimes dangerous. 

So, we hope you will err on 
the side of caution and make that 
“811” call before every dig.  When 
you do, they will pass on the 
information to utility companies 
who will locate and mark all 
lines.  It’s a small price to pay 
for eliminating service outages, 
property damage and personal 
injury.

www.rockinghamvoters.com
More information can be 

found at va811.com
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Round Hill Garden Club News

June Garden of the Month
Rick and Janean Fawley
209 West College Street

Business Beauty Spot
White Elephant Antique Shop

202 South Main Street
     Round Hill Garden Club selected the business owned and operated by Mrs. 
Terrie Ward known as White Elephant Antique Shop as the Business Beauty 
Spot for the month of June.  The front has a traditional assortment of annuals 
and perennials.  However it’s the intriguing stone 
path off to the side leading you back in time that 
is so appropriate for an antique shop.  
     “I try to keep my backyard as natural as 
possible,” comments Terrie, and she does.  
Gardens on either side of the narrow shady 
path are filled with ferns, hosta and coral bells.  
Eventually it opens to a sunny yard flanked by 
beds containing lilies, yarrow, echinacea and 
even a grapevine on a trellis. Summed up in one 
word, it is peaceful.

A hanging basket of pink and 
yellow calibrachoa mixed with 

blue lobelia as well as a pot 
filled with the same create and 
an attractive, colorful entrance 
to the Fawley residence at 209 

West College Street.

When the Fawleys moved to Bridgewater seven years 
ago their garden space jumped from abundant to 

restricted.  Both of them were avid gardeners 
and their toughest task was to find space for 

all the plants they love as well as any new 
ones that they found intriguing.  

If you drive by their place on College 
Street, you will discover that they’ve 
done a masterful job making use of 
every nook and cranny in the space 
available.

Red geraniums on the front 
steps welcome customers but 

it was the eclectic cottage 
feel of the backyard that 

caught the eye of our judges.

(inset) Thunbergia, also 
known as the black-eyed susan 

or clock vine, was one plant 
that caught our eye.  It can be 
used to cover posts, porches 
or fences.  Here is it growing 
in a pot on a small trellis but 
the plant can grow 6 to 8 feet. 

Over the last seven years Janean and Rick have packed a wide variety of perennials into the small space available to them. 
When asked what motivates them, Janean’s response was, “All my gardens are inspired by other gardens.  I look at them and 

they make me feel happy.”  Here are some of the plants found in their front bed: Peonies from Janean’s grandmother’s garden, 
sedum, nandina, box woods, astilbe, laitris (blazing star), hosta, bleeding heart and meadowsweet to name a few.  The Fawleys 
also love their herbs and a variety of sage, oregano, thyme are interspersed throughout other flowering plants.  While Janean 
feels her garden is prettiest in the spring, the variety of perennials selected should show color throughout the growing season.

To nominate a garden call Sally Lance at 
867-5347 or Ann Menefee at 432-9921.
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July 4 .......................................... Town Offices Closed
July 8 ........................... Preliminary Council Meeting

7:15 p.m.
July 8 ................................................ Public Hearings  

Generations Park & Floodplain Zoning, 7:30 p.m.
July 8  ..................................... Town Council Meeting

After Public Hearings
July 10 ................................ Board of Zoning Appeals

Floodplain-related variance requests, 4 p.m.
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Bridgewater Rotary Club   ....... Dinner/Business 
meeting every Tuesday at 6 PM, Maple Terrace, 
Bridgewater Retirement Community.

T.O.P.S. @ Bridgewater Presbyterian Church .......
Every Tuesday from 6:15-7:30 PM.  Open to anyone 
interested in weight loss or weight management.  
For more information please call Vickie Bland at 
568-6539. 

July 1 Congressman Goodlatte Open Door  ...........   
 A representative from Congressman Goodlatte’s 

office will be available the first Tuesday of every 
month from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM in the Council 
Chambers of the Bridgewater Community Center or 
may be contacted at 885-3861.

July 1  Massanutten Archeological Society  .......
7 PM.  Regular monthly meeting at Arey Hall in 
the Bridgewater Municipal building.  The public is 
invited to join us. For additional information, please 
see their website at http://www.mcasv.org or contact 
Kay Veith at vaveith@comcast.net or 540-564-0635.

July 1  Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Ladies Auxiliary..... . 
7 PM Meets the first Tuesday of every month at the 
Post home on Dry River Road.

July 7  Bridgewater Rescue Squad Auxiliary  ....  
 6:30 PM at Bridgewater Rescue Squad building.  

Meets the first Monday of every month. New 
members welcome.  For details call 828-3395.

July 7  Bridgewater Ruritan Club  ..............7 PM at 
Bridgewater United Methodist Church.

July 14  Bridgewater Family and Community 
Educators  .......7:30 PM.  Meets second Monday 
of every month at Arey Assembly Hall in the 
Bridgewater Community Center.  New members 
welcome.  For information contact Rosetta Harris, 
828-6273. 

July 8   Greater Ashby Business Council  ...12 PM 
(noon) at Bridgewater Fire Company building.  
All are welcome to attend this free monthly group 
that supports and promotes local business growth, 
networking, and education.  For information contact 
co-chair Larry Elkins at 540-641-2668.

July 16  Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Post 8644.... Meets 
the third Wednesday of every month at 7:30 PM 
at the Post home on Dry River Road.  Call 828-
0051 for further information.  Chicken BBQ last 
Saturday of every month beginning March 29th.

July 28 Bridgewater Fire Company Ladies Auxiliary 
Meets 7 PM at the fire hall.   New members 
welcome.  Call 828-2035 for more information.

Household trash will not be collected 
Friday, July 4th.  

Please save it for the next household 
trash day, Tuesday, July 8th.

Town offices will be closed Independence Day 
(Friday, July 4th) 


